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Dear Friends of the NALS,
Change is an inevitable part of the life of any person and any seminary. When change occurs, it’s good to look
back on the past and give thanks for those who made the present possible. There are too many people to mention
here, but thanks be to God for all those who worked tirelessly to make the NALS a reality. I also want to thank
all of you who continue prayerfully and faithfully to support the seminary.
I am tremendously excited about the future of the NALS. In July we welcomed Dr. David Luy as Associate
Professor of Systematic Theology. Dr. Luy is an outstanding Lutheran scholar who brings both vision and vitality
to the NALS. Due to retirements, we also plan soon to bring on one more teaching theologian. With two new
faculty, and the outstanding group of adjunct scholars we have, our students are learning from some of the best
theological minds in North America. These students are being educated and formed for faithful ministry in
congregations like yours.
Along with our teaching faculty, I want to welcome Pastor Jeff Morlock. Pastor Morlock will serve as our Director
of Vocational Discernment (DVD). He will be actively engaged with all prospective students to assist them with
discernment of call.
This past June we had 17 students take the residential class at the seminary center in Ambridge, PA. These
students were from various NALS Network seminaries. They gathered as future members of the NALC
Ministerium for daily chapel, study, reading, conversation, and fellowship. They came as strangers and left as
friends and colleagues.

Our enrollment continues to grow and we are developing new academic programs to meet the needs of this
growth. In the near future we will offer an MAR (Master of Arts) with a specifically Lutheran Focus.
Students can take the majority of their classes online, but will come together for the June InterTerm for
residential, incarnational study and formation.
We are also working closely with students who are approved for Ordination Under Special Circumstances
(OUSC). These are second-career students who come with a wealth of knowledge and experience and have a call
to Word and Sacrament ministry. This is not a shortcut to ordination. It is the recognition that the Holy Spirit is
calling men and women in special circumstances to ordained ministry.

Every faculty and staff member of the NALS is committed to making disciples. We want every graduate to
be prepared to go and make disciples in every congregation. Please pray that God would continue to bless
our labor to His own glory and the good of the Church.

Yours Sincerely in Christ,

The Rev. Dr. Eric M. Riesen
President, NALS
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Dr. David Yeago
is retiring as Professor of Systematic Theology and Ethics for the North
American Lutheran Seminary and Trinity School for Ministry.
Prior to coming to the NALS in 2014, Dr. Yeago taught for more than
two decades at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia,
South Carolina.
“Since the beginning of the North American Lutheran Seminary, Dr.
Yeago has been a blessing to our students and our church body. His
insightful understanding of Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions,
along with his faithful and fervent love for the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus have set a positive example and course for our future,” said
NALC Bishop Dan Selbo. “On behalf of the NALC, we thank Dr.
Yeago for his many years of teaching, for his service on the NALC
Commission on Theology and Doctrine, and for the significant role he has played
in shaping and molding pastors and leaders for the Church.”
“For the last several decades Dr. David Yeago has helped to form a cadre of
orthodox and faithful Lutheran pastors. His former students often speak of
the importance David had in their formation and continues to have in their
ministries. He possesses that rare blend of academic rigor combined with a
deep piety and love for the Church. The NALS is truly blessed to have him as a
founding faculty member,” said the Rev. Dr. Eric Riesen, NALS president.
A symposium and retirement celebration honoring Dr. Yeago’s career was
held on Friday, June 17, at the NALS Seminary Center at Trinity School for
Ministry in Ambridge, Pennsylvania. The symposium was entitled “Scripture, the
Reformation and Catholic Tradition: Engaging the Work of Dr. David Yeago.”
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The North American Lutheran Seminary (NALS) has
called Dr. David Luy to the position of Associate Professor
of Systematic Theology.
Dr. Luy will be teaching core curriculum courses,
as well as closely mentoring NALS students as they
prepare for ministry. Dr. Luy will also be added to the
faculty of Trinity School for Ministry in Ambridge,
Pennsylvania, home of the NALS seminary center.

Dr. Luy is passionate about equipping the next
generation of faithful pastors with the sound theology
and doctrine required to answer the call to ministry.

Dr. Luy, a Lutheran layperson, comes to the NALS
from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield,
Illinois, where he served as both chair of the
Department of Biblical and Systematic Theology
and as Associate Professor of Biblical and
Systematic Theology.

“It is a great honor for me to be
joining the faculty of the NALS,”
said Dr. Luy. “I resonate deeply with
the Core Values of the NALC, and it
will be a joy to assist in advancing
its mission through the ministry of
theological education.”

He has a bachelor’s degree from Wheaton College, a
Masters of Divinity from Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School and a Ph.D. from Marquette University.
Along with his extensive experience in teaching
theology at master’s and doctoral levels, he has also
completed extensive research surrounding the historical
development and modern-day implementation of
reformation theologies.
Dr. Luy is the author of Dominus Mortis: Martin
Luther on the Incorruptibility of God in Christ, a book
on Martin Luther’s Christology. He is the co-editor of
the book Evil and the Doctrine of Creation. He is also
the author of multiple essays that have been featured in
journals such as Luther Digest, The International Journal
of Systematic Theology, Modern Theology and the Oxford
Encyclopedia of Martin Luther.
Dr. Luy has been a featured speaker for the NALC’s
Braaten-Benne Lectures in Theology which precede
the NALC Mission Convocation when it gathers in
person. He has been involved in the NALC Younger
Theologians gathering since 2017. He has also been a
guest lecturer for the NALS.
“We are thrilled to have Dr. Luy come aboard,” said
the Rev. Dr. Eric Riesen, president of the NALS. “We
are confident in his ability to form our students with
God-given wisdom and deep knowledge of Scripture.”
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Dr. Luy has been formed in the Lutheran Tradition
since childhood. “My formation in the Lutheran
tradition began at Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Freeport, Illinois, the parish where I was baptized, and
where I received catechetical instruction in preparation
for confirmation. A more robust commitment to the
Lutheran theological tradition coalesced during early
adulthood as I progressed in the journey of theological
education within the context of various, confessionally
diverse, educational institutions.”
Dr. Luy received his official call from both the NALS
Board of Regents and the NALC Executive Council.
Dr. Luy replaces Dr. David Yeago who is retiring as
Professor of Systematic Theology and Ethics for the
NALS and Trinity School for Ministry.
“The addition of Dr. David Luy to replace Dr. David
Yeago is an answer to prayer. His ability to teach
with substance and clarity, his passion and love for
the Gospel and the Church, and his deep desire to
be instrumental in recruiting and forming pastors for

the ordained ministry are among the many gifts he brings to the
position. His presence will continue and strengthen our ability
to prepare Christ-Centered pastors for the NALC,” said NALC
Bishop Dan Selbo.
The NALS is a seminary network across the United States and
Canada forming pastors and church leaders who will faithfully
preach, teach and live God’s eternal truth, through Word and
Sacrament, proclaiming Christ’s cross and resurrection, making
disciples who will renew and grow the Church in Christ’s name.

4

NORTH AMERICAN

LU THER AN

SEM I NA RY

Fall into Faith at the NALS
Looking to understand the foundation of creeds and catechisms as they relate to confessing the faith? Or, grow in your
ability to explain Christian teaching into today’s secularly disparate world?
The North American Lutheran Seminary is pleased to announce two courses for fall 2022 led by our newest seminary
educator, Dr. David Luy, associate professor of systematic theology, NALS and Trinity School For Ministry.
Perfect for students or for pastors seeking continuing education.

Creeds and Catechisms: An Introduction to
Theological Thinking
Understand the foundations of Christian theology and ministry through reflection on the Ecumenical Creeds and Martin
Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms – addressing what it means to “confess the faith,” the nature and interpretation of
Scripture and the scope and authority of church doctrine.

Introduction to Theology I
Grow in your ability to articulate Christian teaching and a Christian view of the world clearly, scripturally and in accord
with sound doctrine, in receptive conversation with saints and teachers past and present.
For more information about the courses, including advance registration or class auditing opportunities,
contact nalsadmin@tsm.edu today.

Just Released! Second Edition!
The Christian Faith: A
Catechism for the Curious
By The Rev. Dr. Eric M. Riesen
Get your copy today on Amazon.
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Join Us in Welcoming Rebecka
Rebecka V. Andræ Frontz is delighted to join the NALS Network team at the
seminary center in Ambridge, PA, as the administrative coordinator. Since the
North American Lutheran Church (NALC) was chartered in 2010 (on which
Rebecka is a proud signatory), she knew the formation of pastors and other workers
in ministry would be vital for the NALC to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Rebecka earned a bachelor’s degree Cum Laude in Family Studies with minors in
Early Childhood Education and Business Management from Seton Hill University
and has engaged in graduate study within the fields of education, leadership/
administration, and Lutheran Studies at the University of Pittsburgh, St. Vincent
College, Concordia University and the NALS. Rebecka is married (2020) to
The Rev. Maurice Frontz III and they share nine children between them.

Congratulations Graduates
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Overcoming the Challenge of Technology in Pastoral Formation
In May 2022, North American Lutheran Seminary (NALS) President Eric Riesen traveled to Westfield House, a
Lutheran College of Liberal Arts & Sciences and House of Theological Studies, in Cambridge, England. Dr. Riesen
shared the history of the NALC with the students, and the denomination’s need to educate and form pastors who share
the Lutheran ethos: being Christ-Centered, Congregationally Focused, Mission-Driven and Traditionally Grounded. He
also shared his personal experience with how, six weeks after accepting the call to be president of the North American
Lutheran Seminary, the pandemic hit, shutting down Trinity’s campus.
Dr. Riesen then explored problems and possibilities raised by technology for theological education and pastoral
formation, which has been excerpted from his address below:
“As events unfolded, we soon realized that problems caused by the pandemic were not limited to technological knowhow,” said Dr. Riesen. “Pastors were ill prepared and poorly formed theologically to cope with the pressures on ministry
caused by a pandemic. For better or worse, the knee-jerk reaction of many pastors was to seek technological solutions to
these problems. However, many of these solutions raised theological concerns.”

Three problems raised by technology for theological education and pastoral formation:

1

Community (koinonia) can, and will, suffer from an overdependence on technology. It is easy to hide behind a
computer screen. To use one rather extreme example, in the U.S. and probably other locations as well, completely
virtual congregations are springing up. These congregations are made up of congregants that attend virtually via
an avatar of themselves. Obviously, the pastor has his/her own avatar as well. What does this mean spiritual and
pastoral formation?

2

An overreliance on virtual, distance, online theological education and pastoral formation may help foster the idolatry
of the ideal; leading to an idealized, or idolized, concept of Christian community.
We only need to think of Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Life Together:
“Innumerable times a whole Christian community has broken down because it had sprung from a wish dream.
The serious Christian, set down for the first time in a Christian community, is likely to bring with him a very
definite idea of what Christian life together should be and to try to realize it. But God’s grace speedily shatters such
dreams. Just as surely as God’s desires to lead us to a knowledge of genuine Christian fellowship, so surely must we
be overwhelmed by a great disillusionment with others, with Christians in general, and, if we are fortunate, with
ourselves.”
In short, virtual church is nice because no one smells funny. Virtual church is easy. You don’t have to
suffer community.

3

An overdependence upon online/virtual education/formation lends itself to excarnation. Excarnation, according
to James K.A. Smith, is a process, “of disembodying the Christian faith, turning it into a ‘heady’ affair that could be
boiled down to a message and grasped with the mind ... this was Christianity reduced to something for
brains-on-sticks.”
It’s easy to see that when theological education and pastoral formation are reduced only to conveying ideas which can
be grasped by the mind, technology/online/virtual education can seem as good as in person education.
But, as Smith also notes, “information does not produce transformation.”
Rather, we are formed by the story in which we are living. Theological education and pastoral formation are about
learning to live in the true story of the world — the Gospel story.
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Three Tactics to Address the Problems:

1

If online/distance theological education and pastoral formation is here to stay, we must develop a robust
ecclesiology and sacramental theology. There is simply no substitute for in-person, incarnate, bodily
participation in the worship and sacramental life of a congregation. Regarding the Eucharist, when the priest/
pastor consecrates the bread and wine — “This is my body” and “This is the blood of the new covenant”— it
is the bread and wine which you see on this altar which is taken into the hands of the presiding minister.
As the Reformers insisted, the words of institution do not work ex opere operato (by the work worked). The
Sacrament cannot be divorced from the entire sacramental action of “take, give thanks, bless, and distribute.”

2

We must develop a robust anthropology. This goes back to what James Smith said regarding how
we treat people as “brains-on-sticks.” What is a human being? How do we live fully human lives?
Can we live a fully human life as an online avatar? Why is it important to face the realities of life
lived among a community of sinners?
Why is the Incarnation of the divine Logos central to our humanity? Why didn’t God just give us
more information?

3

Third, as those entrusted with the task of theological education, we must be intentional about spiritual
and pastoral formation in community. At Trinity School of Ministry, there is a special effort to engage
online/distance students in formational practices. Each semester online students are contacted by a
faculty person to discuss questions of their personal formational practices and disciplines. Not ideas
“about” formation, but practices “of ” formation — practices such as worship, prayer, devotional reading
of Scripture, involvement in a worshipping community, and confession and absolution.
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Recent graduate Ben McCrimmon took some time to reflect on
the highlights of his formation at the NALS (Trinity), as well
as the closing week of seminary with the June InterTerm and
All-Seminarian Retreat.
During his training at the NALS, Ben McCrimmon
was very encouraged by how academics and research
were made to mesh with pastoral ministry. “Our
academics and church practices weren’t made to be
separate,” said Ben, “but instead went hand in hand.”
It was stressed that the clergy not only needed to
be well-informed on the confessions, liturgies,
and sacraments of the church, but also deeply
knowledgeable on how to interact with, and care for,
the church—locally and globally. Deep knowledge and
learned behaviors go into shaping how clergy do their
parish ministry.
“The life of the church is found in the sacramental
giving of the life of Christ,” said Ben, “so what we
studied, and committed to memory, further brought
out the implications of what we do on
Sunday mornings.”

them an opportunity to, even for a short time, build
face-to-face community together after being separated
by remote learning for the past year. Ben and his peers
were able to establish a sense of comradery, and a
mutual understanding of the life of ministry about to
unfold. They stayed up late talking about theology, the
Church and their lives, growing together.
“The formal discussions were every bit as formative as
the informal discussions,” said Ben.
When the retreat came to an end, the students felt very
much like they had been friends for a very long time,
when in reality, they had only been together for a little
over a week.

Another aspect of life at the NALS that Ben
appreciated was the dedication to liturgical excellence,
confessional Lutheranism and openness with charity
for others. Confessional education and attention to the
distinctives of the Lutheran identity were paid special
attention to in the classroom.
“All of those things made a for a healthy environment,”
said Ben. “We learned to be grounded in the Scriptures
and tradition, and therefore had no insecurity
interacting with others; and were able to openly, and
joyfully serve them.”
In June, NALS students went to the Ark and Dove
retreat center after a week-long intensive that centered
around congregationally focused congregational
renewal. After the intensive, the weekend retreat
provided time to reflect on how they will implement
the things they’ve learned in the classroom when
they step into ministry. The weekend centered around
discipleship, and the NALC’s Life-to-Life Discipleship
program in particular; exploring how to bring others
into the words and ways of Jesus. It also provided
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“Very real bonds of friendship, of
brotherhood, were formed,” said Ben.
“And the next time I see them again, I
know I’m going to be able to connect with
any one of them like they’re an old friend.”

Pastor Jeff Morlock Called as Director
of Vocational Discernment for NALS
The Rev. Jeff Morlock of Galloway, Ohio, has been called as
director of vocational discernment/recruitment manager for
the North American Lutheran Seminary. His role will include
developing a strategy to identify, encourage, and recruit discerning
candidates for the NALS. Pastor Morlock graduated from Capital
University in Columbus, Ohio, with a Bachelor of Social Work and
received his MDiv. from Trinity Lutheran Seminary there. He has
served three congregations in and around the Columbus area since 1997,
most recently on the staff of Upper Arlington Lutheran Church for nine
years, and prior to that, as a church planter. Pastor Jeff has been married to
Pastor Patti Morlock for 30 years. They have two grown daughters, Bekah and
Hannah. Bekah and her fiance, Miles, are both admissions counselors for small,
private, Catholic universities, and a great resource for Jeff as he begins this work.
“I appreciate the NALS seminary network, which reflects the core values of the
NALC in its spiritual formation of students,” Pastor Morlock reflects. “While I
wish my own formation had included such consistent orthodoxy, I am grateful
for the opportunity to invite those discerning a call to ministry to explore and
consider it. My love for Jesus, my experiences, and passion for raising up the
next generation of pastors have prepared me well for this role and my home
congregation has provided numerous ministers of Word and Sacrament for the
church by identifying the gifts of young people in their early teens, including
me. For 13 years my wife and I supervised students from Trinity Lutheran
Seminary at Grace Lutheran in Thornville, Ohio. Also, having served as dean of
the Southeast Ohio Mission District, I’m keenly aware of the need for clergy, as
7 of our 13 congregations are currently seeking pastoral leadership. Given this
high vacancy rate, I initiated a successful campaign in the Fall of 2021 to raise
the necessary funding to host a NALS internship in our mission district.”

“I believe that we care about what we pray about, so I
invite all our NALC congregations to regularly include
our seminary network in the prayers of the people. Ask
the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his
harvest field. And please contact me with the names
of young people or career folks who may currently be
discerning a call to ordained ministry.”
Pastor Morlock began his work on August 15.
You may reach him at jeff.morlock@tsm.edu.
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It’s Sunday morning.
I have risen early to have enough time to travel from my
home to the congregation where I have been serving as
vicar for the last three months. I love the early morning
drive to the church. It’s a peaceful time for me to enjoy
the landscape as I travel through, taking in God’s
creation while basking in the warmth of the sun. Often,
I am one of the first people in our building. As the sun
streams into the windows, I pause and take a moment to
rest in the still and quiet of this blessed place. Soon, the
peacefulness will turn into bustling footsteps echoing
through the halls, and children’s laughter will bounce
down the stairs from the nave.
As I take the time to vest in my alb, I can’t help but
be reminded of the significance of this simple white
garment. I am a visual representative of the Lord and
today, I am His mouthpiece to these, His called people,
in this place, during this time.
As I make my way to the sacristy, the notes of the
piano in the choir room provide background music as
parishioners greet one another in the hall just outside. I
wait peacefully for my fellow brothers and sisters who are
assisting in worship to stream in. We all gather in peace,
and we begin with prayer over all who have gathered,
over all who are taking time to rest and be renewed by
God’s Word and that through these actions we may
honor God and be transformed by the Holy Spirit,
empowered to fight off the evil one and to share the
Good News.
As our prelude begins, our acolyte in training looks
nervously at me for guidance. She has only begun
training to perform the important task of lighting the
altar candles and takes her task very seriously. She has
been trying her best to remember the order. I take the
time to teach her why and how we do what we do and
our connection to the priests in Leviticus.
“Altar candles first. Remember, God comes down to us
in worship and when the service has ended, he goes back
up.” I gently remind her that everything will be okay,
and that I’ll be right there to help her. She proceeds out
of the sacristy into the sanctuary. I follow closely behind
and remain standing off to the side as she goes about her
task with great seriousness and detail.
After she completes her task, she looks to me in a panic.
Her eyes ask, “What do I do now?” She forgot what
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we do next. With a small gesture and a quiet whisper,
I let her know that we will bow together as we face the
altar, and she can take her seat. As she takes her seat,
her whole face lights up into a smile of accomplishment.
She is relieved she did not make a mistake and is
thrilled she is included and is able to help. I smile back
at her and silently mouth “good job”, then I turn and
address the members of our community that have come
to take refuge in the Lord and to be refreshed by His
Word. Everything that I will do over the next hour of
this beautiful Sunday morning is deeply rooted in the
Scriptures. As a community we will obediently partake
in Communion, the Sacrament that was commanded
by Christ, Himself. What is about to take place is real.
Together as a community, in this place, in this time, we
will encounter the risen Christ.
The time in the liturgy has come to set the table. The
young girl who is serving as the acolyte for today is also
helping for the first time as a Communion assistant.
Nervously she rises from her seat, unsure of what to do.
I silently gesture for her to come to the Credence table.
Patiently, I show her how to take the flagon of wine
with two hands over to the altar. Together, we quietly
work as a team to set the table as the Offertory is sung.
Deliberately, I take the time to unfold the corporal and
show her as she brings the chalice over, where it is to be
placed. We continue in a respectful, unhurried silence
as the guest pastor watches from a distance. We finish
and I quietly tell her she can return to her seat. Again, a
look of relief floods her face as she looks to where I am
standing behind the altar.
Our guest pastor takes his place next to me and I
begin the offertory prayer. As I finish, I step aside,
and the pastor begins saying the words of the Great
Thanksgiving. After he has finished the Words of
Institution and the congregation has begun to sing
the words of the Angus Dei, I motion for my young
assistant to help with passing out the communion cups
to the communion assistants. She patiently waits with
those who are helping distribute the body and blood to
receive her blessing for she has not yet been baptized.
As the body and blood are received by the congregation,
she patiently waits, refilling the pouring chalices as
needed. When all have received, she helps me to return
everything in a respectful manner to the Creedence table
and again takes up her seat.

She watches intently as I lead the post Communion blessing, canticle, prayer and
benediction. During the next to last verse of the recessional hymn, I come from behind
the altar with the guest pastor and bow before the altar. As I pass her, I signal for her
to come up and put out the candles. She does so, in perfect order, and proceeds to the
sacristy by herself.
As I am outside of the nave greeting the parishioners, she comes to me with her
grandmother and hugs me thanking me for allowing her to help — to be included.

“This is what it means to be part of the family of Christ,” I
tell her. “Let me know when you are ready to be baptized
and become an official member of the family.”
She replies “Absolutely, but I have a few more questions.”
“Of course. Give me a few minutes to greet a few more people and I’ll be happy
to answer them.”
This is an example of what discipleship looks like in real life. It is walking
alongside those who are discerning their call to the family of God. It is
modeling who we are called to be and answering the questions of why we have
this way of life — and the blessings that come from it.

Megan Ann Shaffer, NALS seminarian
studying through Luther House of
Studies affiliated with Sioux Falls
Seminary. Ms. Shaffer is completing her
internship/vicarage year at St. Timothy
Lutheran Church in Montoursville, PA.
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A Q&A With Dr. David Luy
What brought you to the NALS? Why the NALS?
I have been an admirer of the NALS for a long time. A number of years ago my wife
Pam asked me if there were any positions for which I might consider leaving my job
at the time. I answered that I could not think of any, but noted as the single, possible
exception the North American Lutheran Seminary. Now here we are packing up our bags
for western Pennsylvania!
The NALS is a great fit for several reasons. Chief among them is the opportunity to work in close partnership
with the churches of the NALC. Although it has an important place in the academy, theology belongs most
fundamentally to the church. The writers of the New Testament regarded sound doctrine as critical to every aspect
of the church’s corporate life, not least the preaching and catechesis offered by its ministers. My personal sense of
calling has always been to teach theology within the church, and for the church’s benefit. It will be a privilege for
me to serve the churches of the NALC by helping to form theologically literate pastors who are committed to the
orthodox faith “once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3).
I also think it’s wonderful that the NALS partners strategically with sister seminaries representing a diverse
spectrum of theological traditions. This mirrors my own journey of theological development which afforded me the
opportunity to engage with, and to learn from a broad range of confessional traditions. Ecumenical conversation
partners continue to be an important source of enrichment for my thinking, and they have helped me to understand
my own theological tradition more deeply than would otherwise be the case. Because of that personal background, I
am excited by the vision of the NALS to form pastors who are committed to the Lutheran confessions, but who are
also eager to learn from, and to join in mission with other Christians who share their robust commitment to historic
orthodoxy, the power of the Gospel, and the authority of God’s Word.

NORTH AMERICAN

What was that discernment process like?
Despite my enthusiasm for the work of the NALS, the process of discernment was neither easy nor straightforward.
A move across the country is never fun, and our family was quite happy with life in southeastern Wisconsin. My
wife and I recognized from the start that the NALS would be a great fit, but we needed time to discern whether
the Lord was indeed calling us to pull up roots, and to make such a significant change at this point in our lives. Our
discernment process included much prayer, not a few tears, and the counsel of several friends who know us very
well. It was also significant for both of us that the leadership of the NALC had expressed such a clear invitation to
partner in its mission through the ministry of theological education. In the end, it became abundantly clear that the
Lord was asking us to embark on a new journey. It is a tremendous honor, and very humbling for me to accept this
position at the NALS.
What are you most excited for?
For me, the best part of teaching has always been working with students. There is nothing quite like the thrill of
introducing students to a new subject matter, and seeing that light come on for the first time. I am also very excited
to be joining the educational setting in Ambridge (where the NALS is centered at Trinity School for Ministry).
With small class sizes, daily worship, and robust community, residential students will experience precisely the sort
of “life together” pastoral formation which Dietrich Bonhoeffer described so eloquently in his classic text on
the subject.
At a broader level, I am really looking forward to many opportunities for creative collaboration with the NALC. I
think it is obvious to most of us that we are living through a time of deep cultural change with new challenges to
navigate, and new opportunities to explore. I only officially started my new position on July 1, but Eric Riesen and
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I have already been brainstorming back and forth with ideas for how the NALS can serve the NALC effectively
in the days ahead. I am eager and ready to roll up my sleeves, and to think creatively about what it looks like for
seminaries and churches to be faithful at such a time as this, in the very time and place where God has placed us.
How can we pray for you and your family as you transition?
We are a family of five, and moving across the country naturally brings with it lots of disruptions to normal life. We
are also still in the process of finding a house in Pennsylvania, and that lingering uncertainty adds to the general
stress that inevitably accompanies the start of something new. We’d be very grateful for prayer that the Lord would
care for all of us as we navigate this time of transition, and that He would also guide us in his own good time
to exactly the home He has for our family. Scripture offers many examples of the fact that God uses seasons of
disruption to stretch his people in salutary ways. In light of that fact, please also pray that God will be powerfully
at work among us, and will use whatever stress may come our way during the transition to cultivate godly character,
and thus to conform us more fully to the likeness of Christ.

Mark your calendars for opportunities to grow your
faith and knowledge about Word and Scripture.
June Residential InterTerm

The Call Retreat

June 12-16, 2022*
*Residential Lutheran courses
onsite at the Ambridge,
PA, campus, which meet
requirements for seminarians.

June 22-25, 2023

Exclusively for High
School Students!

Scan the QR code and
help prepare a future
pastor with your online
gift today.

Nexus Retreat Institute 2023
July 16-22, 2023
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